REFORM IX THE ARMY
case it would constitute a flagrant breach of the
conditions under which the Dey capitulated,
since these expressly precluded the imposition of
military service.
In briefly considering the anrunients for and
against this momentous measure, it is necessary
to regard it from the dual standpoint of the
non-Mohammedans and of the Turks themselves.
Let us first look at it from the point of view of
the Greeks and Armenians. The Jews are of
less account, since, having no country of their
own, and no allegiance other than to Turkey,
they are likely to fall in with a suggestion which
promises further support to the Constitution,
which they have loyally upheld ever since it was
first promulgated. Moreover, it is said that many
of them are less disposed to cavil at the intro-
duction of compulsory service, as they are better
able than Greeks and Armenians to pay the
necessary fine for exemption. As regards the
others, the Greeks are bitterly opposed to the
proposal, and if the Armenians welcome it, it is
because they hail the accompanying reduction of
taxation, rather than from any military ardour to
bear their share of the Empire's defence.
The Greeks are uncompromising in their
opposition. When, in the early days of March
in the present year (1910), the first summons
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